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Introduction
Please ask any questions via the Q&A section in Webex and we will pick them all up at the end of the session and 
answer those now which we can. We may have to take away some questions and provide feedback from our 
expert colleagues in these areas.

These slides, event recordings and further information about the webinars can be found at the following location:

https://data.nationalgrideso.com/plans-reports-analysis/covid-19-preparedness-materials

Key topics for this week:

Questions from last week

Business continuity

Demand review and outlook

Triad Avoidance

Costs for last week

South East Import constraint deep-dive

WLHVDC Trip

STOR Day Ahead Procurement

Transparency Forum Survey feedback

https://data.nationalgrideso.com/plans-reports-analysis/covid-19-preparedness-materials


Questions from last week

Q: Any plans to publish IFA2 on BMRS, relying on REMIT flows is not ideal for planning its actual 
shape impact on demand?

A: IFA2 is still in the commissioning phase – however when it goes commercially 'live' then its market data 
will be fed through to BMRS as other interconnectors do.

Q: Can you confirm that DC results are available throughout the Christmas bank holidays? Will DC 
tender submission revert to cover the weekend at all?

A: The Dynamic Containment process will continue as normal over the Christmas period, including bank 
holidays

Q: What do you define as TA (Triad Avoidance)? Does it include both Demand turning down, and 
Generators turning up/on?

A: This will be answered later in the presentation

Q: The weekly peak demand forecasts published in November for January 2021 and February 2021 
have all been revised upwards  by 1.7 to 2.0 GW.  What is driving this increase in demand from 
previous forecasts

A: We will take this away and produce a graphical representation to clarify this 
question



Questions from last week
Q: Is the ESO considering an adjustment to TNUoS demand calculations, or continuing with the 
three Triads methodology for the foreseeable future?

A: We do not have an answer to this question, yet. We will address it at a future forum

Q: Under the Capacity Market, Dynamic Containment is not a Relevant Balancing Service, so DC 
providers will respond to the CM over DC. In light of this, is NGESO altering the holding of other 
services (that are Relevant Balancing Services) over the winter period? 

A: ESO submitted a response to Ofgem's October consultation and Ofgem have since said they are 
unable to provide indicative implementation timelines for any policy proposals at this time. However we 
have reviewed our response requirements based on non-delivery of DC during a stress event

Q: When is the Reserve Reform workshop happening?

A: The Reserve Reform Workshop will be held on 9th December (10:00 to 12:00). Please register here:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reserve-reform-workshop-tickets-130421280561

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/reserve-reform-workshop-tickets-130421280561
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Demand | Latest demand suppression assessment

Estimated overall demand drop over 7 days up to 6.4% compared to pre-COVID



Demand | Last Week Outturn

Date
Forecasting 

Point

National 

Demand 

(GW)

National 

Demand 

adj. for 

triad (GW)

Dist. wind 

(GW)

National 

Demand 

(GW)

Dist. wind 

(GW)

25 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 43.1 43.0 0.7 42.7 0.7

26 Nov 2020 Overnight Min 23.7 n/a 0.3 23.8 0.3

26 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 43.9 42.8 0.4 42.8 0.4

27 Nov 2020 Overnight Min 24.3 n/a 0.3 24.3 0.4

27 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 43.5 42.8 0.5 42.4 0.6

28 Nov 2020 Overnight Min 23.1 n/a 0.8 22.7 0.8

28 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 40.1 40.1 0.9 39.5 0.7

29 Nov 2020 Overnight Min 22.5 n/a 0.7 22.3 0.3

29 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 42.2 42.2 0.6 41.8 0.5

30 Nov 2020 Overnight Min 23.7 n/a 0.7 21.5 1.6

30 Nov 2020 Evening Peak 45.2 42.8 0.9 41.8 2.6

01 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 24.0 n/a 0.8 23.3 1.1

01 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 45.2 43.3 0.8 44.3 0.9

FORECAST (Wed 25 Nov) OUTTURN



Demand | Week Ahead

Date
Forecasting 

Point

National 

Demand 

(GW)

Dist. wind 

(GW)

02 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 44.1 1.7

03 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 24.6 1.5

03 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 46.1 0.9

04 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 24.2 1.8

04 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 43.8 2.1

05 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 23.5 1.4

05 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 41.6 1.1

06 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 23.4 1.0

06 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 43.1 1.1

07 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 24.9 1.0

07 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 46.5 0.9

08 Dec 2020 Overnight Min 25.0 1.1

08 Dec 2020 Evening Peak 46.5 1.1

FORECAST (Wed 02 Dec)
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Demand | Triad Avoidance (TA)

The Triads are the 3 half hour settlement periods with highest system 

demand between 1st Nov and the end of Feb

Have to be separated from each other by a minimum of 10 clear days

Demand shape over the peak time interval, from 

17:00 to 19:30GMT, is going to be flattened

Current highest National Demand outturn is 

44340MW* observed on 1st Dec 2020, 

half hour ending 17:30

First time ESO shares its TA adjusted 

National Demand is after 21:00 on D-1

*operational metering
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Demand | Triads in 2019/20 (Operational measurement)
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Demand | Earlier in the winter
Before we know the outcome: 

Any day with high demand may become a Triad day

Triad avoidance causes the transmission demand to fall below the expected Triad level

The “cushion”
Triad avoidance
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Demand | Active Triad
We call the demand level that has to be avoided the Active Triad.

This is not always the highest demand so far

It depends if the day is inside or outside an exclusion period



ESO Actions Week peak | Wednesday evening



ESO Actions Week minimum | Tuesday morning



Transparency | Costs last week

*Includes operating reserve, STOR, fast reserve, other reserve, negative reserve

Note: AS costs are estimated at this timescale so small discrepancies may be observed

Costs for 24 November are 

shown as a total only due to a 

system error currently being 

resolved



Transparency | Constraints Information
Main drivers for constraint spend

System Inertia Voltage SSHARN3 (B7) Other boundaries

23 – 29 Nov £2.2m £200k £5.4m £800k

*Data does not include costs from 24th November



Transparency | Forward Look

Outages in 2020 have been delayed or had extensions due to COVID.

Work is for connecting low carbon generation, increase capacity and essential 

maintenance to avoid faults

B2 / B4 (SSE - NS / SSE-SP2) 30-Nov 07-Dec 14-Dec 21-Dec 28-Dec 04-Jan 11-Jan 18-Jan 25-Jan

Seagreen connection 10th Dec

B6 (SCOTEX)

North Sea Link connection 7th Dec

B7 (SHARN3)

Smartwires upgrade 18th Dec

B2 / B4 (SSE - NS / SSE-SP2) Feb-21 Mar-21 Apr-21 May-21 Jun-21 Jul-21 Aug-21 Sep-21 Oct-21 Nov-21 Dec-21

B6 (SCOTEX)

B7 (SHARN3)



Transparency | Forward Look
LE1 (SEIMP) 30-Nov 07-Dec 14-Dec 21-Dec 28-Dec 04-Jan 11-Jan 18-Jan 25-Jan

Fault outage 1 9th Dec

Fault outage 2 6th Dec

Fault outage 3 19th Dec

High prices in Europe has resulted in large exports on the continental 

interconnectors.

Actions taken to reduce exports and synchronise plant within the LE1 

boundary to manage the constraint, based on the least cost option

Fault outages reduce the LE1 limit, increasing the cost of managing this 

constraint

Limited cost impact so far, some cost risk for the next couple of weeks.



Transparency | WLHVDC Trip

What Happened?

At 21:07 on Tues 1st Dec, the WLHVDC link between Scotland at England tripped whilst carrying 800MW

This reduced SCOTEX and SSHARN constraints limits, and required approximately 800MW of wind bids to 
resolve

Following investigations by NGET, at 00:32 on Wed 2nd Dec, the WLHVDC returned to service in monopole 
operation

The capability of the link is reduced to 1100MW in monopole operation

The fault was identified as a cooling pump failure at a connecting substation. The fault has now been fixed 
and the pole is available for service. ENCC are assessing the opportunity to return the link to full capacity.

Transparency

We know that you find it useful to know when a fault occurs that impacts a constraint boundary and may 
increase costs

We are looking at a solution to deliver this and would appreciate your views 
on the approach



Transparency | STOR Day Ahead Procurement

Industry update published on 27th Nov

https://www.nationalgrideso.com/document/181766/download

Update Overview

Contracting and pre-qualification requirements

• New format contracting structure (Form A, B and C plus STOR Data Template)

Key performance measures and monitoring

Tender windows

• Timescales for when tenders open and close

Availability declaration process and how it will work

Tender rules for curtailable bids

EBGL consultation timeline

Please forward questions or 
comments to:

vicci.page@nationalgrideso.com

https://www.nationalgrideso.com/document/181766/download
mailto:vicci.page@nationalgrideso.com


Transparency | Survey Feedback

Thank you for the weekly feedback

We use this to understand the content you find most valuable and drive future topics & events

Following your feedback, we will:

• continue to host webinars through the Webex platform but look to transition to teams when proven stable

• continue to use built in Q&A chat functions in place of Sli.do 

Please continue to let us know how we can improve & what we are doing well through the end of event survey



Q&A

After the webinar, you will receive a link to a survey. We welcome feedback to 
understand what we are doing well and how we can improve the event ongoing.

Please ask any questions via the Q&A section in Webex and we will try to answer as many as 
possible now. If we are unable to answer your question today, then we will take it away and 
answer it at a later webinar.

Please continue to use your normal communication channels with ESO

If you have any questions after the event, please contact the following email address:

box.NC.Customer@nationalgrideso.com

mailto:box.NC.Customer@nationalgrideso.com



